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Friends of the End 

Community Earth Day Celebration 
Saturday, April 22nd, 2017 

The Dead End at Albemarle Road and East 17th Street 

THE PROJECT 
On Saturday, April 22nd, in celebration of Earth Day 2017, friends and neighbors will come together 

to transform the desolate dead end on Albemarle Road at East 17th Street into a colorful garden 

and art gallery made entirely of upcycled materials. More than simply a one-off beautification 

project, the Earth Day Celebration is part of an on-going effort to make the dead end at Albemarle 

and East 17th a safe, attractive, and inclusive place for neighbors and families to mingle. 

 

http://makeitawonderfullife.blogspot.com/2011/11/cd-weaving-tutorial.html
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BACKGROUND 
Long-time residents of Flatbush can recall when a steel 

footbridge connected Albemarle Road over the B/Q 

subway tracks. Since the footbridge was dismantled 

years ago, the resulting dead end of Albemarle Road at 

East 17th Street has fallen into disrepair. What remains 

of the footbridge is a hazardous block of broken 

asphalt. Water, glass, dog waste, and trash collect in 

the gaping holes in the cement. The chain link fence 

overlooking the train tracks is coated in rust; in some 

sections, the chain link is broken, and sharp bits of 

steel poke out like barbed wire. There are no street 

signs or barriers to warn against illegal parking, and 

cars parked on the sidewalk are a regular nuisance. 

Kids excited to watch the subway trains go by must 

pick their way through the litter and pay extra careful attention not to cut themselves on the broken 

fence. Adults who would otherwise enjoy watching the sun set over the tracks only stick around for as 

long as they can stand the smell of urine and excrement.  

The state of the dead end had long been a major concern 

among local residents, especially families with children. A 

few took matters into their own hands and formed Friends 

of the End, a neighborhood coalition dedicated to 

improving the dead end. Between Spring 2015 and Fall 

2016, Friends of the End organized a series of clean-ups 

targeting the dead end. Armed with brooms, rakes, 

garbage bags, hedge shears, and an industrial 

power-washer, neighbors worked together picking up 

litter, cutting back overgrown trees and shrubs, and hosing 

down the pavement. People who couldn’t make it to the 

clean-up contributed snacks and drinks, and sidewalk 

chalk and bubbles were on hand to keep kids busy while 

their parents cleaned. 
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After each clean-up, the appearance of the dead end improved drastically. But it was only a matter of 

weeks before trash began to accumulate and it was time to clean up again. Friends of the End began 

to seek out solutions to the problems at the dead end that were sustainable, creative, and easy to 

implement.  

CITIZENS COMMITTEE “LOVE YOUR BLOCK” AWARD  
In Fall 2016, Friends of the End was among 25 

community organizations in the New York metro area to 

be awarded a Love Your Block Grant through the Citizens 

Committee for New York City and NYC Service. Through 

the grant, Friends of the End will enlist the help of city 

agencies to clean up the dead end once and for all, fixing 

the rusty fence and crumbling curb, repairing the 

damaged asphalt, removing unsightly graffiti, and 

putting up a new “no parking” sign. Large wooden 

planters will be strategically placed to discourage illegal 

parking and beautify the area.  

EARTH DAY 2017 CELEBRATION  
The transformation of the dead end kicks off in 

April with a community-wide Earth Day 

Celebration.  On Saturday, April 22, volunteers 

will pick up trash, sweep up dirt and debris, and 

power wash the area. The planters will be 

installed, and local residents will fill them with 

flowers and shrubs and learn how to care for 

them over the long-term. Smaller planters will be 

painted and hung from the fence overlooking the 

train tracks. The fence will then be decorated 

with upcycled materials, transforming the dead end into a colorful art gallery that everyone can enjoy.  

 

 



4 

 

“ 
By recycling materials that would otherwise become garbage and turning them into 

something beautiful, we are teaching ourselves to look at the world through a different 
lens. 

- Leah Adams , artist and business owner, The Weaving Project   participant 

” 
Public art, including murals, sculptures, and sound installations, can go a long way in turning an empty 

wall or abandoned corner into a site of curiosity, inspiration, and fun. On Saturday, April 22nd, 

neighbors and community members are invited to bring old CDs, bits of yarn and wool, buttons, 

beads, and other leftover sewing notions to the Earth Day Celebration at the Albemarle Road dead 

end. Following the example of teacher Stephanie Allgood and her community art initiative The 

Weaving Project at Bellevue Arts Museum in Washington, neighbors of all ages and skill levels will be 

encouraged to create a simple piece of colorful, original art from everyday materials. The finished 

pieces will be strung together and hung from the fence overlooking the subway tracks, transforming 

the dead end into a pop-up gallery featuring artwork by and for the local community.  

 

 

http://spiderfelt.com/blog/?cat=8
http://makeitawonderfullife.blogspot.com/2011/11/cd-weaving-tutorial.html
http://spiderfelt.com/blog/?cat=8
http://spiderfelt.com/blog/?cat=8
http://spiderfelt.com/blog/?cat=8
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OBJECTIVES 

● Do a general clean-up of the dead end, removing trash, pulling up weeds, and 

power-washing the pavement.  

● Prevent illegal parking at the dead-end by installing planters with flowers and shrubs and 

re-installing “No Parking” signs. 

● Discourage litter and vandalism at the dead-end by installing a colorful work of art created 

by and for members of the community. 

● Teach children the importance of recycling and conservation by making art from discarded 

CDs, scraps of yarn, fabric, and other notions.  

● Engage the community in the on-going effort to clean up and improve the dead end through 

organizing and creative self-expression.  

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/explore/old-cds/
http://makeitawonderfullife.blogspot.com/2011/06/more-cd-weaving.html
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GET INVOLVED! 
Friends of the End is seeking volunteers to help spread the word about the Earth Day Celebration and 

get involved in the dead end beautification project. If you live in Flatbush or Ditmas Park and want to 

join the effort to fix the dead end at Albemarle Road and East 17th Street, send an email to 

FriendsoftheEndnyc@gmail.com or follow Friends of the End on Instagram @friendsoftheend.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:FriendsoftheEnd@yahoo.com

